op oe hs 


+ ip08 eens NOREEN RT 


Wee ae tamer 


? 


ee eT ee i. no ee 


aepe Me eet pe 


f 
7 
f 
& 
¥ 
’ 


-—we oe 


CORT IO a nr TR IEE 
LOTTI OTE 


jones 


eee Aes 


a 


PORT LE TP vee 


2 fladontes 


f 


t 
ach sacha ih cad naga BBO AO Bis it SRR HON HBA 


BAER VTA 


(SOIT A IS TROT Be 


ORSON eS ROTOR MIE PRIDAIR IORC LIA ATEN OCP TNK ttt Rte Hin iv + 


& —_ eee 


PONE RTT APACER IRE ND IR 


¢ 


ie & natn 


‘ 


la ae RNS IIE ORT A I REY wrest SIE» 


E 
BR eb eaiasssdssisioton: 


i 
f 


f£ 


rege 


r 


pe ceempeno 


ERE AS LR ORELG 


ee Ties 
Brssancsangy 
POEL 


ae 


SG 


ORI: 
te Beoe 
Pssst: 


ert 


~~ Gy 


Oe Lb aay at 


i or 


os 


a 


AS. 


© > 


Ne amy at 
FU et 


0 
"a 


r 


wr 
= 


e 


% 


pe 





Nae 





A | 


Join us for a discussion about the current climate of journalism and 
how to effectively fact-check, hosted by the Society of Professional 
Journalists at Sac State and The State Hornet. 





Chris Nichols leads Christopher Cadelago is a Melanie Mason covers 
Capitol Public Radio's political reporter for the state government and 

fact-checking team Sacramento Bee politics for the L.A. Times 
PolitiFact California in Sacramento 





Moderated by A.G. Block, previous editor at the California Journal 
magazine and co-founder of the UC Center Journalism Program 
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ra ——— ee pt a Friday and Saturday at Hornet Stadium. ' State Hornet’s publications board, have no 
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live-tweeting from campus events. 
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Students protesting the tuition increase gather outside of CSU Chancellor Timothy White's office during the March 22 Board of Trustees meeting in Long Beach. 


‘THE MORE WE PAY, THE LONGER WE STAY’ 


AMID STUDENTS SHOUTS 
OF SHAME, CSU BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES VOTES TO 
RAISE TUITION FOR FIRST 
TIME IN SIX YEARS 
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John Ferrannini 
@jferrnews 


After the first tuition increase 
in six years was approved by the 
California State University Board 
of ‘Trustees on March 22; student 
government officers at Sacramen- 
to State are considering their op- 
tions going forward. 

The tuition increase — one 
component of which is $270 
more per year from in-state un- 
dergraduates — passed the board 


with the caveat that it would not 
go into effect if the state legisla- 
ture decides to fully fund the $168 
million shortfall between Gover- 
nor Jerry Brown’s January budget 
proposal and the CSU’s tentative 
budget. | 

“The Board of ‘Trustees also 
made clear to us that if they ap- 
proved the increase and the CSU 
was fully funded afterward, the 
increase would be_ rescinded,” 
said California State Student As- 
sociation liaison ‘Travis Legault. 
“When Governor Brown releases 


what is called the “May revise,’ it 
is highly likely that it will be all 
around more generous than his 
January proposal.” 
Legault said _ that 
ated Students, Inc. 
have been attending higher ed- 


Associ- 
members 


ucation subcommittee hearings 
and have been in contact with 
Assemblyman Kevin McCarty, 
D-Sacramento. 

Ryan Brown, a Sac State stu- 
dent and the vice president of leg- 
islative affairs at CSSA, urged his 
fellow students to double down on 
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“For every single trustee that voted in favor of the hike, | 
fully expect to see them lobbying alongside us in the 


Capitol. We intend on hold 


- Ryan Brown 


ing them to their word.” 


Vice President of legislative affairs, California State Student Association 





their lobbying efforts. 

“We as a student body — near- 
ly 500,000 of us — need to spend 
every day from now until May 
telling our legislators that their 
failure to support students should 
not become our burden,” Brown 
said. “For every single trustee 
that voted in favor of the hike, I 
fully expect to see them lobbying 
alongside us in the Capitol. We 
intend on holding them to their 
word.” 

That said, Legault signaled 
that fighting the tuition increase 
was only one of several issues that 
ASI representatives were plan- 
ning to focus on in the coming 
months. Other legislative items 
include a bill that would cap wage 
garnishment for student loans 
and a proposed bond measure for 
maintenance. 

The tuition increase is’ the 
first for the CSU after a six-year 
freeze and represents a 9 percent 
increase over the present charge 
of $5,472 for in-state undergrads 
taking more than six units. It will 
go into effect with the fall 2017 
semester. 

In addition, in-state under- 
eraduates taking fewer than. six 
units will have to pay $156 more. 
Non-resident students, and stu- 
dents in credential, graduate and 
doctoral programs will have to 
pay between $180 and $1,048 
more per year. 

This year, the CSU asked for 
$324.9 million over the previous 
year, according to CSU spokes- 
person Elizabeth Chapin. Brown’s 
proposed budget covered about 
50 percent of that total. 

According to the CSU, Brown’s 
budget proposal covers current 
compensation commitments and 
mandatory costs. The CSU also 


wants funds for infrastructure, 
expenses due to new students and 
teachers and Graduation Initia- 
tive 2025 — a plan to. raise the 
system’s graduation rates by that 
year. | 


Board of Trustees Vice Chair 


Adam Day said that it was a mat- 


ter of simple economics. 

“Society as a whole — through 
our legislature —- has chosen to 
subsidize higher education less,” 
he said during the March 22 
meeting. “Revenues and expenses 
have to meet. At the end of the 
day, if you can’t adapt to the eco- 
nomic realities you are faced with, 
you have to close shop.” 

Assembly Speaker Anthony 
Rendon, D-Paramount, an ex-of- 
ficio member of the board, said 
that the idea of raising tuition was 
“srotesque. ” 

“To be fully funded two years 
ago and come back and say stu- 
dents need to pay more tuition 1s 
absurd,” Rendon said. 

The vote was taken by hand, 
instead of by roll-call, eliciting 
chants of “shame” and “no jus- 
tice, no peace” from students in- 
side the hall — who had already 
been interrupting some speakers 


with chants of “the more we pay, 7 


the longer we stay.” 

A crowd of 80-students orga- 
nized by the activist group Stu- 
dents for a Quality Education 
protested outside of the meeting. 

“We’re chanting outside and 
the people inside the meeting can 
hear us,” said Courtney Yamagi- 
wa of SOE. “Students do not sup- 
port the tuition increase. We’re 
here and we matter.” 

Sonia Reyes, a freshman who 
does not currently work, said that 
the increase would affect her if 
she didn’t qualify for further fi- 


nancial aid. 

“T have to qualify for certain 
financial aid,” she said. “If I don’t 
qualify, then I’'d have to pay, so ei- 
ther (way) ’'d work during school 
or take out loans. My parents or 


family members would have to. 


borrow money.” 

Associated Students Inc. Pres- 
ident Patrick Dorsey said in a 
statement the day of the vote that 
he was “very disappointed” and 
would work with the University 
Foundation to provide scholar- 
ships for affected students. 


Legault said that ASI student. 


government representatives are 
nonetheless. shifting priorities to- 
ward other legislative actions, 
including Senate Bill 16, which 
would cap the wage garnishment 
at 15 percent weekly on private 
student loans. 

There are two other proposals 
that may affect how much money 
students pay. 

The first is Assembly Bill 393, 
also called the Student Protection 
Act, which would freeze tuition 
and systemwide fees at 2016 lev- 
els through 2020. It is waiting to 
be heard by the higher education 
subcommittee. 

The second, the “Degrees not 
debt” scholarship, would provide 
scholarships to students to attend 
public universities and work at 
least 15 hours per week. For stu- 
dents coming from families that 
make less than $60,000, the schol- 
arship will be at no cost. Students 
coming from families whose annu- 
al earnings are between $60,000 
and $150,000 would have to pay 
partial expenses. 

The scholarships are in the 
form of a proposal for the state’s 
budget, not as a bill itself, accord- 
ing to McCarty’s office. 
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Kameron Schmid 
@kameronschmid © 


The second comprehensive 
test for lead contamination in Sac- 
ramento State’s drinking water 
sources is underway and should 
be completed in April, according 
to school officials. 

The current round of testing is 
being done by California Industri- 
al Hygiene Services, or CIH Ser- 
vices, a certified industrial hygien- 
ist group hired by Sac State. CIH 





began work on March 2, and test- 
ing is almost complete, according 
to Elisa Smith, Sac State’s direc- 
tor of news and communications. 

Smith said that a large portion 
of testing was completed over 
spring break, including in the un- 
occupied residence halls, and that 
the rest of testing should be done 
by the end of next week. 

CIH Services will then begin 
working on providing the results 
of those tests, which are antici- 
pated to be final in mid-April. At 
that point, Sac State will assess 
the situation and begin looking 


at remediation measures, which 
could range from replacing fix- 
tures to overhauling water systems 
for entire buildings, if deemed 
necessary. 

In total, the tests comprise 494 
drinking water sources, which ac- 
cording to Jill Parker, the interim 
senior director for risk manage- 
ment services and chief risk off- 
cer, includes previously untested 
sources and a second testing of 
sources that were found to have 
contamination. 

The protocol for the testing, 
laid out by CIH Services, involves 
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Left, fountains in Douglass Hall are shut off on Tuesday, March 28. Right, 
workers collect samples from fountains in Mendocino Hall on Tuesday, 
March 28. Drinking water sources across campus are being periodically 
shut off while workers test them, as an 8-18 hour period of inactivity is 
needed in order to get a ‘first-draw’ sample. 


Lead testing to conclude in April 


Drinking water sources periodically shut down while University takes samples 


turning off water fountains for 
8-18 hours before taking a sam- 
ple, which is done to give a more 
accurate sample of the normal 
levels by getting a “first-draw” of 
each fountain. 

That is the reason some stu- 
dents may have seen fountains 
previously left on that were 
blocked for a period of time and 
then turned back on. 

The testing is a follow-up to 
the findings of a research group’s 
previous test of 449 on-campus 
drinking water sources, in which it 
was found that approximately 20 


percent of drinking water sourc- 
es tested had lead contamination 
levels above 5 parts per billion, the 
bottled-water standard set by the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

‘Twenty-seven of the 449 
sources had contamination levels 
above 15 parts per billion, the ac- 
tion level designated by the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency. All 
fountains above the bottled water 
standard were shut off when the 
January testing results came in. 

To stay up-to-date on this 
story, go to StateHornet.coml/ 
Lead 
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Sac State to pull from 
reserves to pay $50K 
of commencement bill 


No plans set for 2018 graduation as 
University mulls its expensive options 


John Ferrannini 
Q@jferrnews 





Sacramento State will pay for the re- 
maining $50,000 of this year’s graduation 
expenses through the school’s reserves, ac- 
cording to a spokesperson. 

Elisa Smith, the school’s director of 
news and communications, said Saturday 
that President Robert Nelsen made the 
decision. There are about $1.25 million 
in the Sac State reserves, and the school 
“will need to continue reviewing mea- 
sures, including working with our part- 
ners to manage schedules and costs” to 
prevent shortfalls in future graduations, 
Smith said. 

The school revealed on March 14 that 
there was a $100,000 shortfall between 
its budget for the ceremonies which 
will be held May 19 and 20 at the Gold- 
en | Center 
$190,595. 

About half of the 
$50,000 fee that the school would have 
to pay to the Sacramento Kings 


and the projected cost of 
shortfall was a 


a fee 
that, as a Sacramento Bee editorial point- 
ed out, would not exist if the graduation 
was designated as one of the nine civic 
events that the city can hold at the Golden 
| Center under the terms of its contract 
with the Kings organization. 

On March 16, Sacramento City Coun- 
cilman Steve Hansen signaled to The 
State Hornet that he would support such 
a proposal. Hansen represents the district 
in which the downtown arena is located. 

“There’s no question that this gradua- 
tion is an important event for our city and 
should benefit from our agreement with 


the Golden | Center,” Hansen said. 

‘The city, the Kings and. the school 
came to an agreement the following day 
for the commencement to be reassigned 
— shaving $50,000 from the school’s 
shortfall. 

Nevertheless, the school will have to re- 
imburse the city for some expenses. 

“(Sac State) will have to pay for all 
out-of-pocket expenses (with no-markup) 


just as the city or any other user of the 


arena for a civic event, unless of course, 
they reach some other agreement with 
the Kings,” said City Assistant Manager 


John Dangberg. “Going forward, the city 


will not be involved in reviewing expenses 
and/or reimbursements for this event.” 

The civic event designation is only for 
this year’s graduation, and the school has 
not decided upon a venue going forward, 
according to Smith. 

The school also does not know when it 
will have the locations of future gradua- 
tions planned. 

Many equivalently-sized California 
public schools, such as San Diego State 
State, 
and locations for their commencements 


and. San Francisco have dates 
planned years in advance. 

Sac State’s graduations prior to 2017 
were held at Sleep Train Arena, which is 
no longer being used for public events. 

For this year’s commencement, the 
school selected Golden | after considering 
other options such as Hornet Stadium, 
Cal Expo, Raley Field and the Sacramen- 
to Convention Center. 

President Robert Nelsen said in a cam- 
pus-wide email that Golden | was the best 
option due to its high capacity, and that 
hosting at Hornet Stadium would have 
actually incurred higher costs. 
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The Golden 1 Center will host Sacramento State’s graduation ceremonies on May 19 and 
20. Despite the city designating the commencement a ‘civic event,’ the school's estimated 
expenses were still $50,000 over budget until President Nelsen decided Saturday to pull from 
school reserves. | 


Life is like an ice cream. 
Enjoy it before it melts... 


Enjoy ice cream and more at... 


ECM husks 


a sos Graal 
6350 Folsom Bivd #400 


(@ 65th St., located in F65 Plaza) 
916-370-7301 
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Orr chosen as 
new head of 
ornet athletics 


Angel Guerrero 
(@AngelGuerrerooo 


Sacramento State President 
Robert Nelsen introduced Mark 
Orr as the university’s fourth ath- 
letic director in six years Mon- 
day in the Terrace Suite at The 
WELL. 

Orr, 40, leaves behind his role 
as Director of Athletics and Rec- 
reational Sports at Saint Mary’s 
College — which he has held since 
2006 after becoming the youngest 
(30) athletic director in Division I 
athletics ——- and will begin work- 
ing under his five-year contract for 
Sac State on April 17. 

“As I told President Nelsen, I 
won't let any of you down,” Orr 
said to a packed audience in his in- 
troductory press conference over- 
looking Hornet Stadium. “I will 
give my heart and soul to this pro- 
gram, to this city, to this univer- 
sity. I am confident that we have 
several quality pieces in place and 
I hope to be able to add to those. 
‘The time is now for Hornet athlet- 
ics, there is no time to wait.” 

aero 


raised in Sacramento — beat out 


who was born and 


multiple candidates for the posi- 
tion, including University of Lou- 
isiana-Monroe Athletic Director 
Brian Wickstrom, Oregon State 
University Deputy Athletic Di- 
rector Mark Massari and execu- 
tive director of university business 
partnership and services at Cal, 
Solomon Fulp. 


“T think that (Nelsen) made 
a good choice — he vetted four 
strong candidates, and he took the 
one that met all the requirements 
he was looking for,” Sac State 
Interim Athletic Director John 
Volek said. “All of the boxes were 
checked with Mark Orr: sitting 
AD, experience building an events 
center at Saint Mary’s and you 
can see the success in the athletics 
programs in the NCAA ‘Tourna- 
ments and a community guy that 
can reach out to Sacramento and 
has community ties here that run 
deep.” 

After graduating from Chris- 
tian Brothers High School in 
Sacramento and playing football 
at the defensive back position for 
four years at Cal, Orr helped lead 
Saint Mary’s to the creation of 
the $30 million Joseph L. Alioto 
Recreation Center in Moraga. 
Orr will be tasked with a similar 
opportunity as Sac State has strug- 
gled to upgrade from its 1,012-seat 
multi-purpose gymnasium (the 
Nest) built 62 years ago. 

“Til be out in the communi- 
ty shaking hands and telling our 
story, telling why we need the 
events center and why somebody’s 
contribution will make a big dif- 
ference here,” Orr said. “I know 
the Hornets Nest isn’t the largest 
facility, but it’s what we got (and) 
sometimes if you're having success 
on the athletic field, it’s much easi- 
er to go out in the community and 
- so we'll in- 





get financial support 
vest the time into our students, our 
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Newly named Sacramento State Athletic Director Mark Orr, center, and Sac State President Robert Nelsen, 
right of center, pose with Herky the Hornet and members of the cheer team during Orr's introductory press 
conference Monday in the Terrace Suite at The WELL. 





“| think that (Nelsen) made a good choice — he 
vetted four strong candidates, and he took the one 
that met all the requirements he was looking for.” 


- John Volek 


Sacramento State interim athletic director 


student-athletes and our coaches 
to keep doing a good job there.” 

Another point of emphasis for 
Orr is the state of the Sac State 
football program — which is com- 
ing off of back-to-back two-win 
seasons under coach Jody Sears 

who is in the final year of his 
contract. Despite Saint Mary’s 
not fielding a football team since 
2004, Orr said he believes that he 
has “some expertise in the sport” 
after over a decade of on-the-field 
experience and is excited for the 
challenge. 

“I haven't had a chance to 





spend a lot of time with coach 
Sears yet, and I look forward to 
partnering with him and being 
able to evaluate the program and 
what steps we need to take to 
make it better,’ Orr said. “Obvi- 
ously, we cannot be satisfied with 
winning two games this season. 
Our student body, our communi- 
ty deserves better than that so I’m 
looking forward to getting after it 
and taking a look at it.” 

During Orr’s tenure at Saint 
Mary’s, the Gaels made 17 NCAA 
postseason appearances, including 
a trip to the Sweet 16 for the men’s 


basketball program in 2010. ‘The 
athletics program also increased its 
revenue by 150 percent in the last 
five years and graduated 93 per- 
cent of its student-athletes in the 
2015-2016 school year. 

“One of the things that was 
most important to us was to find 
someone who understands com- 
pliance, somebody who used the 
word student and used it often 
when he was talking about the ath- 
letes, someone who believed in the 
program and someone who was 
not going to be afraid of moving 
us forward,” Nelsen said. “Getting 
better facilities because we deserve 
them, our students deserve them, 
the university deserves it. We need 
the events center and he’s going to 
help us get that event center. (We 
were) looking for a real leader 
we found it in Mark Orr.” 

Additional reporting by Alec Romero 
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SOFTBALL 


Sac State softball team 
continues ‘working out | 





the kinks’ midseason 


Noah Alvarez 
@SuperNo Va_57 


With more losses than wins halfway 
through the season, the Sacramento State 
softball team looks to turn things around just 
as they did a season ago. 

The Hornets (1 1-15-1) find themselves in 
a similar spot as the 2016 season when they 
were 9-14 before the start of Big Sky Con- 
ference play. Sac State finished the season 
28-22 (15-6 Big Sky), and looks to duplicate 
that success in 2017. 

“Things are starting to come together for 
us,” said Sac State coach Lori Perez. “We 
are taking care of the controllables which 
are energy and effort every day and it will 
help us become more consistent in our 
execution.” 

Sac State kicked off its season in Hawaii, 
participating in the Paradise Classic, where 
the team finished with an even 2-2 record. 

However, the Hornets won only two 
games in the next eight matchups — with 
five losses and one tie. During this stretch, 
Sac State failed to score more than four runs 
in any of the eight games. 

“We’ve had a bumpy road this presea- 
son,” sophomore shortstop Sydney Ras- 
mussen said. “But we’ve had some, bright 
moments offensively here and there; we just 
need to learn to continue that success.” 

As a team, the Hornets’ batting average 
is .249.and they have an on base percent- 
age of .320. ‘Iwo of Sac State’s best hitters 
from a year ago, Rasmussen (.326 in 2016) 
and first baseman Jessica: Ravetti (.324 in 
2016) are hitting .250 and .280 this season, 
respectively. 

Only two of the Hornets’ everyday start- 
ers, freshman outfielder Suzy Brookshire 
(.366) and junior second baseman Zamari 
Hinton (.363) are hitting above .280 on the 
year. 

In the pitching circle, Sac State has a 
combined 3.13 earned-run average and op- 
posing batters are hitting .253 against the 


staff. Last season, this same group combined 
for eight shutouts, but only have three shut- 
outs at the halfway point this year. 


This dip in production has even carried 
‘over to Western Athletic Conference Pitcher 


of the Year (2016) Celina Matthias — who 
is 4-5 with a 3.61 ERA after finishing last 
season with a 13-6 record and a 2.94 ERA. 

“At times I start overthinking and I'll start 
nitpicking at little things,” Matthias said. 
“T have to adjust my plan to where I think 
nothing at all when I’m in the circle.” 

After losing five of eight games, the Hor- 
nets swept a doubleheader against Nevada, 
but then dropped five straight games at 
the Fresno State tournament from March 
10-12. 7 

“We knew it was going to be a grind but 
we re where we need to be,” Perez said. “It 
really comes down to being focused and 
checking in at the right moments for us.” 

However, the Hornets turned things 
around in their final preseason tournament 
at Loyola Marymount — winning four out 
of five games — while scoring seven or 
more runs in those four wins and outscoring 
opponents 37-13. 

“We had a really tough preseason, but 
then competing against LMU, Cal Poly and 
other big teams, we feel better,” Ravetti said. 
“We're excited to. play in conference, be- 
cause we just feel ready.” 

Sac State opened conference competi- 
tion by splitting (1-1) a doubleheader against 
Weber State on March 25. 

Though they’ve struggled in certain ar- 
eas, the Hornets have already hit more home 
runs (22) than they did all of last season. At 


last year’s halfway point; the pitching staff 


had given up more hits than they have half- 
way through this year (180) and the offense 
has a better slugging percentage (.380) than 
it did at last year’s halfway point as well. 

“Preseason is about working out the 
kinks,” Matthias said. “We are working on 
fixing the little things at practice. Come 
(Big Sky) season, we'll be ready to fire on all 
cylinders.” 
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Sacramento State junior second baseman Zamari Hinton, right, is one of two everyday 
players that has a batting average above .280 this season. 


Fall 2017 Student Commuter 


Information Sessions 


Do you drive to campus? 
Come learn what’s new for fall! 


Hinde Auditorium 
Thurs. April 6th 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
Wed. April 26th 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Tues. May 2nd 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
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“Keep Calm 
and Transit On 
Campus is growing 

next semester! 


More info 
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SPORTS * 


Injury-riddled 
season leaves 
Hornets hanging 














their heads 


Chris Bullock 
@CWayneBull 





With the deepest senior class in 
over 10 years and two of the top- 
three scorers returning, the 2016- 
17 season was not supposed to end 
abruptly for the Sacramento State 
women’s basketball team. 

Sac State 
of depth due to injuries — finished 
the year 10-20, the worst record 
since 2010-11 (4-25) and the worst 
in the four-year tenure of coach 
Bunky Harkleroad. 

“We're disappointed with the 
results,’ Harkleroad said. “The 
energy was good — the chemis- 


— which had a lack 


try was OK — there was a lot of 
positives and we grew, but we were 
never able to get over the hump.” 

Senior guard Emily Easom, 
who was the team’s third-leading 
scorer at 12.3 points per game, 
said she was also surprised at the 
results of this season. 

“T really did think this team was 
going to make a run this year,” 
Easom said. “I was very confident 
(and) my teammates were confi- 
dent with the group we had com- 
ing in. Unfortunately, it didn’t go 
our way in the end, but we kept 
fighting the whole way.” 

After losing only three seniors 
last year, the Hornets had the most 
seniors (six) that any Sac State 
women’s basketball team has had 
dating back to the 2004-05 season. 

However, the injury bug bit 
hard before the first exhibition 


game as five of the team’s 17 play- 
ers were sidelined for various inju- 
ries. Three of the team’s six seniors 
(Brianna Burgos, Gretchen Harri- 
gan and Kyhonta Doughty) missed 
a combined 52 games with 
Doughty sitting the entire season. 

The lack of depth led: to Har- 
kleroad only having the entire 
team suited up for three games. 
The end result led to a statistical 
fall from seasons past, when the 
Hornets led the nation for three 
years running in 3-pointers made, 
offensive rebounds per game and 
turnover margins. 

“We lacked a lot of continuity,” 
Harkleroad said. “I like to think 
that’s a big part in why we never 
had that breakthrough. We always 
got to a certain point then we 
stopped.” 

Sac State had four stretches 
where it lost three or more games 
in a row. The final loss of the sea- 
son — a 98-97 overtime loss to 
Weber State in the first round of 
the Big Sky ‘Tournament —— oc- 
curred after the Hornets led by 
four points with less than a minute 
left. Sac State allowed Weber State 
to tie the game and force overtime, 
then watched as Deeshyra Thomas 
hit the game-winning jumper with 
three seconds left for the Wildcats. 

“The biggest problem we were 
having (was) accountability,” fresh- 
man Tiara Scott said after finish- 
ing the season second in assists per 
game with 2.9. “We weren’t really 
getting on each other, or we took 
it too personal when someone did 
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Sacramento State senior forward Gretchen Harrigan, top, was one of three seniors who missed a combined 52 
games this season. Harrington missed 15 games in the 2016-17 season. 


get on somebody, and that was just 
something that hurt us a lot toward 
the end.” 

Despite multiple team setbacks, 


junior guard Maranne Johnson led 


the NCAA at one point in 3-point- 
ers per game at 3.85, and finished 
in the top 25 in five statistical cat- 
egories (steals, steals per game, 
3-point field goals made, attempt- 
ed and per game). Johnson will be 
one of the five juniors returning to 
the team as a senior in 2017-18. 
“Maranne has the most on her 
shoulders going into next year,” 
Easom said. “It’s her senior year 
she’s been a big part of Sacra- 
mento State women’s basketball 
— and 


she’s gonna be someone the coach- 


since her freshman year 


es really turn to next year as a lead- 
er and as an all-around player.” 

Next year’s team also brings in 
four recruits, including ESPNW’s 
50th nationally-ranked wing play- 
er Dana Degraffenreid of Rid- 
geview High School in Bakersfield. 
The team will also be the tallest 
that Harkleroad has ever had in his 
time at Sac State, with five players 
standing 6 feet or taller. 

“We’re excited about the future, 
but it still stings,” Harkleroad said. 
“T think we stayed together as best 
we could, and we had some adver- 
sity this year.” 

Easom, who looks to become a 


high school coach after she gradu- 
ates this spring, said she hopes next 
year’s team finds. different results 
than this season’s squad. 
“Obviously, me and my team- 
mates didn’t expect this year to be 
what it was, but they could build 


off (it) and learn from a lot of what 
happened this year and implement 
it into next year,” Easom said. “If 
they can get the chemistry going 
early next year, they'll be a scrappy 
good team.” 


a 


"The biggest problem we were having (was) accountability. 
We weren't really getting on each other, or we took it too 
personal when someone did get on somebody, and that 
was just something that hurt us a lot toward the end.” 


- Tiara Scott 
Sacramento State freshman guard 
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Sacramento State freshman guard Tiara Scott was.second on the team in 
assists with 2.9 assists per game this season. 


SAC : 
STATE 
SAYS 


The proximity between Sacramento State and UC Davis (about 
20 miles) leads to the two schools playing each other in Cause- 
way Classic matches. However, this year so far, Sac State teams 
have only won two of 14 games. We decided to ask students what 
they think about the state of the rivalry. Weigh in online using the 
hashtag #SacStateSays and read our writer's opinion on page 15! 





“Do you think that 
Sacramento State 


has a real rivalry 
with UC Davis?™ 
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By John Ferrannini 
| Qjferrnews 
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“Yes, of course. I’m 
in a sport club and 
we race against 
them. We’re so close 
to each other that 
we've always been 
rivals. It doesn’t even 


“| feel like it has 
to be a rivalry 
because of all the 
years we've played 
them — since 
the program has 


“| would say no, 
because we don’t 
advertise about it. 
We're not even in 

the same conference. 
In track, we don’t 





“Not really. | don’t 

feel like we have 

a huge rivalry with 
them. It’s not like an 


pak ct te el ttn 


“Naturally, schools 
who are close to 
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matter if they beat 
us and | don't like 
UC Davis at all.” 


- Vuong Nguyen 


Dance 


see them in a sea- 
son except for the 
Causeway Classic.” 


- Brittany Dugger 
Psychology 


each other have a 
rivalry, but for me we 
are all just students.” 


- Christian Watt 
Mechanical Engineering 





OSU-Oklahoma rivalry. 
That's intense. They 
hate each other.” 


- Grant Clark 
Mechanical Engineering 


been up. We play 
them every year.” 


- Jordan Thomas 


Communication Studies 
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‘James and the Giant Peach’ will close out 
this year’s Sac State theater productions 


Andro Palting 
@ TheStateHornet 





Originally set to debut last fall 
as a small production, “James and 
the Giant Peach” will take to the 
main stage at the University The- 
atre on April 5 at 8 p.m. 

The Sacramento State theater 
department has adapted the clas- 
sic children’s story by Roald Dahl 
and will perform its own version 
with giant puppets and a car- 
toon-inspired set as the last pro- 
duction of this semester. 

The 15-member ensemble will 
be directed by Richard Bay, a re- 
tired theater professor who taught 
at Sac State for 33 years. 

“(Sac State) asked me to come 
back and put together an interest- 
ing family show, (something) they 
haven’t done in a while,” Bay said. 
“We decided on ‘James and the 
Giant Peach.’ ” 

Bay is not only directing the 
production; he is also in charge 
of designing the set and making 
puppets. 

“T started building the puppets 
in December,” Bay said. “Now 
I’m here (every day) working on 
the puppets, getting the students 
involved with the puppets, getting 
the staff involved with the puppets 
and building the set.” 


“James and the Giant Peach” 
follows a young orphan boy 
named James who lives with his 
two abusive aunts after his parents 
were eaten by a rhinoceros. 

After he discovers a magical 
peach in their yard, James escapes 
his aunts’ imprisonment and goes 
on a journey to the world beyond 
with a band of bugs he encoun- 
ters inside the peach. 

“James and the Giant Peach” 
was Dahl’s first children’s story, 
and was created as a way to es- 
cape the pressure of his 3-year-old 
son’s hospitalization after a car ac- 
cident, according to Bay. 

“(James and the Giant Peach’ 
has) always been my. favorite, my 
children’s favorite — and _ this 
time I get to put it on stage,” Bay 
said. “I have an incredibly talent- 
ed cast, some of the best students 
we've had at Sac State in years, 
and they’re really helping create 
a show that is really interesting.” 

Bay said that he wanted the 
play’s visuals and puppets to re- 
flect the magic of the book. 

Audrey Walker, the costume 
shop manager for the theater and 
dance department, said that the 
puppets are a unique part of the 
play. 

“Tt is very bizarre,’ Walker 
said. “It’s extra big or exaggerat- 
ed or the fabrics are crazy com- 
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Actors play out a scene in which James, right, is bullied by his Aunt Spiker. James, played by Angel Rodriguez, 
lives with his aunts after his parents were eaten by a rhinoceros in ‘James and the Giant Peach.’ 


binations, so it is a big challenge 
to make puppet clothes that look 
sorta real, but imaginary at the 
same time.” 

Walker said that the biggest 
challenge with the puppets was 
making them as light as possible, 
so that the puppeteers can control 
and carry them throughout the 
show. 

“The more you put on clothes, 
the heavier (the puppets are),” 
Walker said. “The puppets are 
foam and have stuffing, paint 
and the costume, which makes 
them heavier and heavier, so we 
have to be careful with the fabric 
choices.” 

Some of the actors, includ- 
ing senior Michelle Pollack, have 
never worked with a puppet be- 
fore. Pollack said that this led to 
a learning curve that she was not 
used to. 

“(The puppets are) pretty big 
Pollack 


said. “So, it was a challenge learn- 


and relatively heavy,” 


ing how to get them to move the 


way we wanted them to, without 
being too over exaggerated or un- 
der exaggerated. Then, also hav- 
ing the mouth move correctly and 
still portraying the character that 
we created in rehearsals before 
we used the puppets — that was 
probably the biggest challenge for 
me.” 

Taylor Fleer, a Sac State alum- 
na who minored in musical the- 
ater, said that acting with puppets 
is an entirely different experience. 

“As actors, we study our facial 
expressions, our pausing (and) our 
body language,” Fleer said. “Now 
(we’re) conveying that through 


just our voice and (by) putting all 


of those acting techniques into a 
puppet instead of our person.” 

Those involved in the play 
were already familiar with “James 
and the Giant Peach” from the 
original book and Tim Burton’s 
film adaptation prior to the pro- 
duction at Sac State. 

Senior theater major Angel 
Rodriguez, who plays the lead 


role as James in the Sac State pro- 
duction, said that the role felt spe- 
cial to him as he grew up reading 
the book and watching the film 
with his siblings. 

Rodriguez said that he was so 
excited for the role that he shaved 
off his beard in order to better fit 
the part. He said that he hopes to 
entertain the audience by making 
his character come to life. 

“This role is so cool for me be- 
cause I am a child, honestly,” Ro- 
driguez said. “I’m always jumping 
around everywhere — this role is 
so me. There’s an inner part of 
me that has been wanting to play 
this role for a while, and I didn’t 
even know it.” 


‘James and the Giant 
Peach’ will run from April 
5-16 at the University 
Theatre. Tickets are avail- 
able online at csus.edu/ 
HornetTickets or at the 
box office. 
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Hanna Castaneda displays her art installation at last year's ‘U-Create!l’ — a street fair 


bringing together art, music, dance and more in downtown Sacramento. 


Sacramento State Festival of the Arts 
showcases works by students, faculty 


Rebecca Armbruster 


@beccaarmbruster 





The Sacramento State Festival of The 
Arts (Fo'TA) will bring the work of students 
and faculty to a wide range of events that 
showcase dance, theater, visual art, writing 
and philosophy. 

The five-day event will take place from 
April 5-9 and exhibit work from the stu- 
dents and faculty of the College of Arts & 
Letters. The public will be allowed to view 
and interact with different aspects of art. 

There will be theatrical, music and 
dance performances as well as guest lec- 
tures and exhibits on campus. An Vo, the 
FoTA external relations and communica- 
tions coordinator, said that the festival will 
not only showcase student work, but also 
those by artists in the broader Sacramento 
community. 

According to Vo, Sac State has striven 
to find new ways to engage and inspire the 
campus community each year since the fes- 
tival was first held in 1992. 

“We are proud of the accomplishments 
of our students and faculty, and this festival 
allows us to show off their work,” Vo said. 

The third annual U-Create! Street Faire 
will bring together different disciplines like 
dance, theater and music at Sac State into 
one downtown event at Seventh and S 
streets on April 6. 

Michael Vann, a history professor, said 
that public events like FoTA can help show- 
case the work of the College of Arts and 
Letters and share exciting intellectual op- 
portunities with the campus as well as the 


Sacramento community. 

Vann said that he was particularly excit- 
ed about two authors — food expert Trami 
Nguyen Cron and Jeff Chang, the execu- 
tive director of the Institute for Diversity in 
the Arts at Stanford University — who will 
come to the festival. 

Cron will be doing a reading and book 
sioning of her novel, “VietnamEazy” — a 
story about a Vietnamese-American wom- 
an on a reality cooking show — in the Hin- 
de Auditorium at the University Union on 
April 5 at 5:30 p.m. 

Then on April 7, Chang will be speak- 
ing at the Hinde at 5:30 p.m. on his 
award-winning book on race in contempo- 
rary America, “We Gon’ Be Alright.” 

“Chang’s books explore American race 
relations over the past few decades,” Vann 
said. “He directly engages the issue of po- 
lice violence against African-American 
men.” 

FoTA will come to a close with Sunday 
Funday, an open house designed for the 
public to explore the arts at Sac State, said 
Vo. 

The event will be held on campus from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and offers activites for 


people of all ages. ‘There will be games and | 


hands-on art projects spread out around 
campus. 

Japanese language and culture will be 
celebrated with Japan Day on April 9 at 11 
a.m. in the Library Quad. 

There will be a number of hands-on ac- 
tivities at the event — such as origami, go, 
kendama and paper-mask making — ac- 
cording to Kazue Masuyama, a professor 
of world languages. 
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Screenshot courtesy of Anthony Rendon via Twitter 


Sacramento state senior Monique Graham speaks at a press conference at the Capitol on March 13 introducing the ‘Degrees not debt’ scholarship proposal. ‘Degrees not debt’ is one of 
several proposals being discussed at the Capitol that would lessen the financial burden of college costs. 


Editorial: Tuition is going up — What now? 


STUDENTS MUST PUSH THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES TO ADDRESS 
THE COLLEGE TUITION CRISIS 


Now that the California State 
University Board of ‘Trustees has 
decided to raise tuition for the first 
time in six years, it’s up to the state 
legislature to act to ensure that a 
university education in this state 
doesn’t become less affordable. 

Thankfully, the tuition increase 
was approved with the caveat that 
it will not go into effect if the 
state makes up the $168 million 
shortfall between the CSU pro- 


- jected budget and Governor Jerry 


Brown’s budget proposal. 


Furthermore, there are several 
bills and proposals on the table in 
the legislature that could render 
the tuition increase a non-issue 
— or at least lessen its financial 
burden. 

One of those is Assembly Bill 
1356, which was proposed earlier 
this month by Assemblywoman 
Susan Egeman, D-Stockton. 

If passed, AB 1356 would add 
a | percent tax on Californians 
making $1 million. The revenues 
— which are projected to gener- 


ate $2.2 billion each year accord- 
ing to The Sacramento Bee — 
would be placed in a fund to pay 
for California residents who want 
to attend one of the three systems 
of public college education in the 
state. 

Another proposal, which ‘The 
State Hornet recently endorsed in 
an editorial, is the “Degrees not 
debt” scholarship spearheaded by 
Sacramento State alumnus and 
Assemblyman Kevin McCarty, 
D-Sacramento. 

The scholarship — which for 
CSU students would be worth 
$21,000 per year, the average an- 
nual total cost of attending a CSU 
when expenses beyond tuition are 
included — would be available to 
students in families making up to 
$150,000 per year. 

Students would have to work 
15 hours a week year-round to 


participate. Students whose fam- 
ilies make between $60,000 and 
$150,000 would pay a portion 
of it depending on income level. 
Students whose family income is 
over $150,000 would not be able 
to participate. 

Assembly Bill 393, also known 
as the Student Protection Act, is 
yet another bill intended to deal 
with the cost of college. Intro- 
duced in February by Assem- 
blywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva, 
D-Fullerton, AB 393 would freeze 
tuition at all three systems of pub- 
lic college education at 2016 levels 
through the end of the 2019-20 
academic year. 

It is good that legislators are 
being proactive in trying to craft 
solutions to the rising cost of ed- 
ucation, but it’s up to the students 
to make their voices heard if they 
anticipate these going anywhere. 


That’s already happened. to 
an extent. The Board of ‘Trustees 
meeting in Long Beach at which 
tuition was raised last week saw 
student protesters both inside and 
outside the meeting hall. 

Sac State’s 
dents, Inc. representatives have 


Associated Stu- 


been lobbying legislators on work- 
ing around the tuition increase. 

But when ASI representatives 
say that keeping tuition. prices 
down is only one of several pri- 
orities, it is fair to point out that 
this can’t be an issue that is first 
among equals. 

Working on the legislature to 
prevent a tuition rise is the single 
most important thing ASI rep- 
resentatives or any CSU student 
involved in state-level politics can 
do right now. 

If the legislators want to act, 
now it’s time to make them. 
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Noah Alvarez 
@SuperNoVa_57 


When college rivalries come to 
mind, one typically pictures both 
universities close to each other 
geographically and competitively 
— but that hasn’t been the case 
for Sacramento State and UC 
Davis this year. 

On March 12, the UC Davis 
men’s basketball team won the Big 
West Conference and punched a 
ticket to the NCAA ‘Tournament 
for its first time in program histo- 
ry — after only being an eligible 
Division I team for 10 years. 

On the other side of the cause- 


To the Editor: 


SJP’s mission statement has al- 
ways been led by the key prospect 
of being a voice for the voiceless. 
Our_newly reestablished chapter 
has held firmly onto that drive in 
which the roots of our club and 
the organization it belongs to 1s 
built on. We are rooted in solidar- 
ity for anyone who is disregarded 
in our world’s current contempo- 
rary political climate. 

Our club has never discrimi- 
nated against another club or a 
group of people for their color, 
religion, sexualities, beliefs, or 
ethnicity, nor will we ever stand 
for that type of discrimination 
towards our brothers and sisters 
around us, no matter who they 
are. 

When specifically singling out 


way, Sac State has yet to make the 
NCAA ‘Tournament in its 20-year 
Division I program history, which 
has fans and alumni in a state of 
“March sadness” with their cross- 
town rival reaching the tourna- 
ment in half the time. 

The Hornets finished 9-9 in 
the Big Sky Conference with wins 
against third-place Weber State 
at home and first-place North 
Dakota on the road. They even- 
tually fell to second-place Eastern 
Washington in the semifinals of 
the Big Sky ‘Tournament in Reno, 
Nevada. 

On the women’s side of the 
UC Davis 


Women’s 


court, reached its 


fourth National Invi- 


tational Tournament in its fifth 
appearance in an NCAA postsea- 
son tournament in nine years of 
Division I basketball. Sac State’s 
women’s basketball team has only 
one WNIT appearance (2015) in 
its 20-year Division I program 
history. 

Basketball is not the only sport 
where the Aggies. have one-upped 
the Hornets in 2017, as the only 
Sac State team to defeat UC Davis 
in this academic year is the men’s 
soccer team on Oct. 22 (2-1). 

Since 2004-05, both schools 
have competed in an annual 
Causeway Cup, where the winner 
of the head-to-head matchups are 
awarded five points per win-(two 
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and a half points in the sports 
that play each other twice such as 
soccer) and the school with more 
points is awarded a trophy. 

So far this year, UC Davis 
leads Sac State 55-5 with only six 
remaining head-to-head match- 
ups left in baseball (two), men’s 
golf, gymnastics and both men’s 
and women’s track,and field. 

Even if the Hornets were to 
sweep the remaining matchups 
this year, they would still fall well 
short of winning the Causeway 
Cup by a final score of 55 to 27.5. 

‘This many losses to a rival can 
only take away from. students’ 
pride in their campus sports 
teams, because where is the fun in 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Students for Justice in Palestine respond to criticism 


In this letter to the editor, Students for Justice in Palestine responds to a Facebook group called SJP Uncovered 
that has made posts critical of the Sacramento State club after The State Hornet reported on its proposal for school 
entities to divest from companies it finds to be unethical, such as Wells Fargo and JPMorgan Chase & Co. 


a tweet made on behalf of a board 
member who is Muslim, please 
keep in mind that our club is not a 
religious.one, nor has religion ever 
been involved in our work here at 
SJP. Religion has never stopped us 
nor made us question the groups 
of people we will be loud for and 
stand in solidarity with, nor will it 
ever. Our club’s publications of- 
ficer has done an exemplary job 
in his position, and continues to 


serve the chapter at his utmost 


capabilities. ‘To clarify, he nor 
our chapter would never stand 
against anyone’s existence and 
rights; what the tweet was stating 
was a.position asking to specifi- 
cally “keep the Kaaba out of it,” 
meaning keep his religion out of 
the debate because it’s unrelated 
to the issue at hand. Our chapter 
has nothing to defend, only clar- 


ify, and we refuse to allow a hate 
campaign that has been initiated 
against us because of our divest- 
ment bill to signal out our mem- 
bers for what they believe, and 
using stances of theirs that are 
nowhere near involved with SJP 
or our work. Arguing someone’s 
religious beliefs when those beliefs 


shave never been and will never be 


the standard on which SJP runs is 
a petty move. 


To SJP Uncovered 


Our divestment bill encom- 
passes causes supporting a great 
deal of oppressed people every- 
where around the world. For our 
brothers and sisters we asked our 
institution to divest from Wells 
Fargo for their heavy investments 
in private prisons, we asked our 


institution to divest from Chase 
Bank for, being a primary spon- 
sor of the DAPL, we asked our 
institution to divest from CAT 
construction for their role in de- 
stroying Palestinian homes on 
native land and to boycott Sabra 
Hummus for having companies 
built on illegal settlements — not to 
divide our campus, as you claim 
— but to unite us over a single 
movement that can ultimately be 
a crucial micro-level change in 
achieving the greater good on a 
larger scale. : 

All companies mentioned in 
our divestment bill are complicit 
in major human rights violations. 
With our tuition flooding into the 


school, we the students have a say _ 


and a right to protest where our 
money goes. We did not reach a 


higher education platform to al-. 
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college sports when you only rare- 
ly defeat your crosstown foe? — 

For those who are wondering, 
it is not just sports that our cross- 
town rival is kicking our butts in. 

On Oct. 30, UC Davis_ bas- 
ketball arena, the Pavilion, host- 
ed Chance The Rapper during 
his Magnificent Coloring World 
‘Tour. 

Yes, that three-time Grammy 
award-winner (best new artist, 
best rap album and best rap per- 
formance), Chance the Rapper. 

Chances are if you are feeling 
a littke down this month, you are 
not alone as many Sac State stu- 
dents will be in a state of “March 
sadness” for the time being. 


low a narrow minded perspective 
darken our humanity and force 
us to sit idle as the money we put 
into our education is invested in 
human rights violation complicit 
corporations. 

Please realize that our chapter 
has prepared for this journey from 
A to Z, well aware of the compli- 
cations and hateful slurs that will 
be thrown our way. We stand 
solid in our grounds by this bill 
and for its goal and refuse to let 
anyone undermine our mission. 
We are confident that with truth, 
strength, and solidarity, justice 
will prevail. Until then, we will be 
working hard for it on campus. 


— Students for Justice 


in Palestine at Sacramento. 


State 





(eae Fee 2 et 
- =| 2 - . 

ey : r * 
dowel ‘ a 


DS Sond 


“SAVE A aaa 


oes: % 
ee 


Ww 
Fs 


ue 


a 


aes TLS Eas 
F3 Pau 2 ct a 


a 


i as: 


nase sata 


i. 


ory a 





